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PREFACE

The present publication of Ranjana Script alphabet 'RANJANA
LIPI  VARNAMALA' is a welcome addition to the literature
concerning Newari script published by Hem Raj Shakya, Mr
Shankarman Rajbanshi and others. The Importance of Nepalese
Rarjana script cannot be over emphasized for it is wellknown to
Buddhist world such as China, Japan, Korea, Mongolia, Bhutan,
Ladakh and Tibet. This script is used in most elegant manner in
Buddhist monasteries, Temples and in manuscripts. A large
number of Buddhist manuscripts especially prajfaparmita
iterature and monograms are found to have written in this script
with gold or silver ink or both. Most of the popular mantras of
Avalokiteshvara viz ‘'Om mani padme Hum', the Mantra of Arya
Tara viz.' Om Tére tuttare ture Svaha, The mantra of Manjushree
viz'Om A ra pa caj§na dhi’'and other are popularly engraved or
written on ceiling, stones, pillors and beams of monasteries in
elegant style.

Ranjana Script is one of the most decorative scripts of
Nepal. So far no significant steps have taken from the
government authorities to enhance this script and popularize it
although it is recognised as a national scripts. It is given a great
respect and veneration from the Buddhist community rather than
from the government. More publication on this script are
necessary for its diffusion. We need computer soft wire on
Ranjand Script for its wider dissemination. | hope, this
publication will definitely help in enhancing the study of Ranjana
Script and related literature.

MIN BAHADUR SHAKYA
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Feautres of Ranjana script

Compared to other scripts Ranjana has thick
lining. The purpose of this thick lined script is
to mark the paper for longer duration. The
letters are uniformly written with equal space .
When writing adjoined letter the first letter
written first on the top and other letters are
written downwards respectively. To write this
Ranjana script it is better to use a specialy
desingned pen. Following is the method of
procedure.
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| Method of making pen

Fig. a. Get an ordinary fountain pen.

Fig. b Cut the tip of the nib with spring scissors.

Fig. c. Rub the nib on a plane stone or glass and
flatten the rough edge.
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| With this pen write softly on the paper -—--
1. It writes with thick lining if drawn from top to bottom.
2. 1t writes with thick lining if drawn from left to right.
3. It writes with fine lining if drawn from left to nght
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Here the different consonant Letters not differing in
its structures are shown by indicating arrow head
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Takmg va' as base letter, other four letters are structured easily.
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